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THE BEST SEATS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Mark 12:38-44 

Beware of the Scribes 

38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 

robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the 

synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses and for 

a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

The Widow's Offering 

41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money 

into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came 

and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples 

to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all 

those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their 

abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 

live on.” 

 

 

 

The best seats… it’s nice to get the best seats when you go to a show, a game, or a 

concert.  If it’s your favorite team or favorite performer, you love to get the best 

seats… especially if it doesn’t cost you anything extra. Like when all of the tickets are 

general admission, and all you have to do is get there a little early to get the best 

seats.  But can you imagine not only getting the bests seats for free, but getting paid 

to sit in the best seats?  
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Well, that’s what happens at New York Fashion Week. Twice a year, New York City puts 

on one of the biggest fashion shows in the world, usually lasting seven to nine days. 

Those who attend see model after model walk down the runway. Who attends these 

fashion shows? Well, you’d expect to see retailers, fashion designers, and the media. 

But music performers like Rihanna or Katy Perry at a fashion show? What are they 

doing there? Well, they are paid to sit in the front row seats. Paid by the fashion 

designers in order to draw attention to their fashion lines. Would you believe that 

Rihanna is be paid as much as $100,000 to sit in the best seats? And more dresses sell 

just because a celebrity was there to see them?  

 

Yes, well, we humans are naturally attracted to those who possess celebrity, beauty, 

style, money, intelligence, talent, power, or social status. Jesus spoke of this one day 

when He and the disciples were at the Temple. In those days, most folks sewed their 

own clothes. Only the wealthy could afford to buy clothes. The scribes were among 

the wealthy. Jesus said that the scribes liked to walk around in their long robes. 

Wearing the latest and best fashions.  Jesus said that while the scribes walked in the 

marketplace showing off their latest fashions, they liked to receive greetings. They liked 

the attention they attracted.  

 

They liked the attention because it led to preferential treatment. Jesus said the scribes 

liked having the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts. How 

did they get those best seats and places of honor? They did not have to pay for them. 

They received them as preferential treatment. The Epistle of James speaks of this very 

thing, James 2:2,3: “Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and 

fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. If you show preferential 

treatment to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘Here’s a good seat for you…” 

See, there’s no financial transaction happening there, no money is changing hands to 

get that good seat. It was given to them as preferential treatment. 

 

Now, why did James have to talk to Christians about preferential treatment towards 

the rich? Why did Jesus have to say to His disciples, “Beware of the scribes”? We as 

Jesus’ disciples want so badly to think that we are long past valuing people differently. 

We want to think that we are far past the ignorance of such prejudice.  
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But Jesus and James knew that our prejudices and preferences are buried as deeply 

inside us as our sinful nature.  Buried so deeply that we may barely recognize them.  

 

We are naturally attracted to and so we naturally prefer those who possess celebrity, 

beauty, style, money, intelligence, talent, power, or social status. Thus, we are 

tempted to give preferential treatment to the rich. A good part of it is about who 

seem to us to be winners and who seem to be losers.  

 

The latest upsurge of interest in the Kansas City Royals is an example of that. If the 

Royals had lost 100 games this season and finished in dead last, would 800,000 people 

have shown up to throw them a parade? Do we sense a bit of snobbery here about 

whom we’ll root for and whom we won’t? Yeah, me, too. When the Astros were in the 

process of losing 100 games three seasons in a row, I showed zero interest in them. We 

prefer winners, and we tend to give winners preferential treatment. We are tempted to 

side with them. “‘Here’s a good seat for you,’ but saying to the poor man, the loser, 

‘You stand over there’ or ‘Sit on the floor by my feet’…” You see, siding with the 

winners of the world means siding with the rich against the poor. What both James 

and Jesus warn us about is that siding with the rich means siding with the very class of 

folks who have both historically and at present are persecuting those believers who 

live in poverty. Siding with the rich means siding with those who, as Jesus says here, 

“they devour widows’ houses.” What Jesus is saying is, “Sure, it costs good money for 

them to wear those long robes, but let’s not forget how they got that money. By 

foreclosing on widows and veterans. By charging high interest rates on student loans 

and payday loans and credit cards, by taking advantage of the poor.”  

 

But God sees. He is not fooled. Jesus saw through the pretense of the scribes’ long 

prayers. In His words regarding the scribes, Jesus revealed that God is not fooled but 

He does have His own way of measuring the value of people. God has His own way of 

measuring things. “They will receive the greater condemnation,” Jesus said of the 

scribes. 
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God sees. Jesus noticed the poor widow as she put her modest offering in the offering 

box. While everyone else was attracted to the scribes with their long robes and large 

offerings, Jesus was noticing the poor widow. Perhaps even the disciples would not 

have noticed her if Jesus hadn’t pointed her out to them. But Jesus saw her.  

 

Jesus saw the poor widow and then revealed that God has His own way of measuring 

things. The widow put into the offering box two small coins, that in terms of today’s 

money would add up to about one dollar. A few times one of our food pantry guests 

has given Immanuel an offering of one dollar. You think to yourself that a dollar won’t 

go very far in paying the bills. But God has His own way of measuring things. Jesus said 

that her dollar was more than the large sums that the rich folks had put in. Because 

she put in everything she had.  

 

Which was exactly what Jesus was going to do in order to save the world. He was 

going to put in everything He had. He was going to leave it all out there on the cross. 

But then in God’s strange way of measuring things, He credits to us what Jesus did at 

the cross… to us!!!  WE, whose righteousness would not go very far toward paying for 

even one seat in the kingdom of God.  But we are given the best seats there will ever 

be. We don’t have to pay anything for our place beside Jesus.  

 

God sees. Nothing gets past Him or goes unnoticed. Jesus saw that poor widow and 

her predicament. That she had hardly anything to live on. What that says is that God 

sees your predicaments, too. He sees your suffering, your afflictions, your struggles, and 

challenges. God sees those times when you have a hard time making ends meet. God 

sees, and He cares.  He will set all things right. Such mercy shakes us alert to notice, to 

draw our attention to, to attract us to something more important than celebrity or 

beauty or money or power. The mercy of God, the love of Christ is so wide that it 

widens our attention to see the pain of those who are taken advantage of because of 

their poverty, to see the desolation of those who cannot find work and have been 

abandoned to fend for themselves, to see the despair of those who have given up on 

finding work and have lost hope, to see the anguish of those who have been 

exploited by human traffickers or sex traffickers. God sees, and His wide mercy will pry 

open our eyes wide to see the poor widow and all of her oppressed brothers and 

sisters.           Amen   


